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COURSE SYLLABUS
I.  Catalog Data:


	

	Course

Prefix
	Course

Number
	Course Title
	Semester Hours

Credit
	Contact Hours Per Week

	
	
	
	
	Lecture
	Lab

	BIO
	105
	Principles of Biology I
	4
	3
	2


II.  Catalog Course Description (same as catalog):

An introductory laboratory course for majors and non-majors in the biological sciences.  This course covers the topics of cells, genetics, evolution, and ecology.  (L1 900L) (BIO-910)
III.  Designed For:

Transfer students majoring in biology or those desiring a laboratory science transfer course.
IV. Required Text: 

General Biology; McGraw-Hill, 2014; ISBN #9781308108230
V.  Master Course Objectives:
Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:

1.
State and apply the principles of the scientific method.

2.
Demonstrate a working knowledge of the language of science in written works such as exams, research reports, and laboratory write-ups.

3.
Demonstrate proper laboratory technique relating to safety and use of laboratory equipment – especially the microscope.

4.
Demonstrate an understanding of the organization in living systems.

5.
Describe the chemical bonds of living things and their use of energy.

6.
State the principle concepts of the modern cell theory, and describe the cell in regards to its physical, chemical, and functional characteristics.

7.
Explain hereditary concepts and molecular genetics.

8.
Demonstrate an understanding of biological evolution.

9.
Explain the major concepts of ecology.

VI. Program Outcomes:

1. Students will be able to state and use the scientific method to solve problems both in biology and everyday life.

2. Students will be able to use lab tools (example: microscope) and the metric system to do laboratory experiments in laboratory classes.

3. Students will be able to define characteristics of living organisms and their interactions with the biosphere.

4. Biological students will be able to demonstrate biological theories and how they relate to an individual’s life. 

VII. General Education Competencies:
General education is that aspect of the curriculum which focuses on the development and integration of knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes necessary for all students, regardless of individual goals, to experience lifelong learning and to lead productive lives. All degree programs have a core of general education courses and/or integrate general education objectives into the curriculum. Through this broad program of general education, a student earning a degree from Spoon River College will be able to:

1. Communicate effectively to achieve individual and organizational goals.

2. Use critical, mathematical, and scientific methods to solve problems. 

3. Make responsible choices in a diverse world.

4. Exhibit human empathy through appreciation of arts and creativity.

5. Obtain and use information to make sound decisions.

6. Work collaboratively with others to solve problems and achieve common goals
VIII. Methods of Instruction/Course Format/Delivery:

This course will involve lecture, hands-on activities, labs, as well as homework.
IX. Methods of Assessment:

Evaluation of your knowledge and comprehension of the course material (or your grade) will be determined by performance on homework, quizzes, unit exams, a lab report, and the comprehensive final exam. Unit exams, the lab report, and the final exam will have more point value than the homework and quizzes. Attendance will also be taken during the semester. Regular attendance usually correlates with a higher final grade. Attendance may influence your grade positively if you finish the semester with a borderline grade. 
X. Grade Distribution:

90% - 100% - A

80% - 89% - B

70% - 79% - C

60% - 69% - D

0% - 59% - F

XI. Policies:

The current SRC Academic Catalog can be found at http://www.src.edu/transfer-degrees and the current Student Handbook can be found at http://www.src.edu/studenthandbook
A. Attendance Policy:
(NOTE: FA (Failure due to Absence) grade available:  This grade is assigned to a      student who has failed a course due to inadequate attendance.  This grade counts as a 0 toward the grade point average.)


B. Disability Statement:

Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Disability Support Services Advisor through the Student Services Office, as soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.


C. Code of Conduct:


Spoon River College has established a student code of conduct. Generally, College disciplinary 


Action shall be taken for conduct that adversely affects the college community’s pursuit of its 


educational objectives. Academic Misconduct generally refers to behavior also known as     


academic fraud in which an individual  cheats, plagiarizes, or otherwise falsely represents 


someone else’s work as his or her own. Forms of Academic misconduct include, but are by


no means limited to:
· Cheating

· Plagiarism

· Falsification and Fabrication

· Abuse of Academic Materials

· Complicity in Academic Dishonesty

· Falsification of Records and Official Documents

· Personal Misrepresentation and Proxy

· Bribes, Favors, Threats

XII.  Course Units:
The material will be divided into three units, each of which will be followed by a unit exam. 

Unit 1 – Chemistry of Life, the Cell, and cellular processes

Unit 2 – Genetics

Unit 3 – Evolution and Ecology
Spoon River College provides a learning environment that offers a broad range of educational programs, cultural activities and economic development opportunities which empower individuals and enhance the quality of life for our residents in the many communities we serve.
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